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Wellington Soldiers Memorial Club president Robyn Edwards and general manager Stephen Hodge present the club’s “Looking to fhature” club enhancement four-page

centre spread insert in today’s edition.

A DECADE of building financial strength

now enables the modernisation of key

spaces within Wellington Soldiers

Memorial Club and the delivery of long-  family-friendly atmosphere.

term community benefits as this club Redevelopment has been aligned with

continues to grow alongside its members. financial viability and will be staged over
Following an in-depth review of the the next several years.

club’s strengths and weaknesses through a

Strategic Plan conducted by the club’s Centre Spread Liftout

board of directors with general manager |nserted in today’s edition is a four-page

Stephen Hodge, priorities were establishediftout detailing the Wellington Soldiers

including the adoption of the ‘Looking to  Memorial Club (WSMC) vision of

the Future’ strategy which plans to proposed future designs of Gaming, Bar

rejuvenate existing areas and modernise
within to enhance an enjoyable customer
experience while establishing a more

and Bistro areas within the club.
As well, enhancement of the Wellington
Golf Club facilities since the amalgamationgg|f Club

with the Soldiers Club to establish the The amalgamation of the golf club witt

Wellington Soldiers Memorial and Golf  \y/smc was deemed essential by golf cl

Club enterprise. _ members to ensure the near-century-olc
In recent months the opportunity arose togolf club continued profitably while

purchase the Wellington Information members and visitors eni

: ! . joy the superb
Neighbourhood Service (WINS) land in 15 hoje course facility, according to
Swift Street which adjoins the back of the \y,gmc president Robyn Edwards.

Soldiers Club. “I'm very excited, and the Board is alsc

This recent acquisition enables further g citeqd about the progress made since
future planning including a four-rink ... Continued on Page

bowling green.

Special

Insert

Wellington Soldiers Memorial Club
An Insight to progress




see what 2026 brings.

for neighbouring landowners who could

Mayoral Column
Cost shifting now costing $500 per ratepayer

Welcome back to 2026 ( !
| HOPE that everyone had a safe and restfaptentially be burnt out by a fast-moving
Christmas and New Year, and is excited tgrassfire. | have already written to relevanhumbers before they explode to levels seewmouchers or call into the Front Desk at

A comprehensive strategy is require

It's obviously going to be another big yeamas asking for a full investigation into the ***

at Council as Councillors once again seek well-publicised Wellington North Solar
‘do more with less’ by continuing to provideFarm fire, but obviously haven't heard
the services without a big rate rise, whilspack yet due to the ongoing investigation Regional Library in Wellington, suitable
also having costs shifted onto us by the Stag&ad the holidays.
The community really does need some Summer Beads: Design and decorate clayavailable, open now for application
The recent Local Government NSW surveg@nswers on the management practices, firdeads to create a bracelet, necklace or

and Federal Government.

Summer fun at Wellington Library!

for ages 5 to 12 years, including: Big

the NSW Government to control deer

There’s lots happening at the Macquarie

d frorstarted at:
https://www.dubbo.nsw.gov.au/tipping-

NSW Government Ministers before Christ-in the alpine regions of NSW and Victoria. Council.

*kk

Jobs at Council

Join our team and provide high-quality ¢
vices, support and facilities to the growi
communities. There are 17+ positions

Casual Assistant Gardeners — Multiple

of councils found that the Cost Shift from thdighting plans, and grass control strategieswindchime - 10.30am to 12pm, Tuesday 2@ositions; Functions Officer — Wellingtor
other two tiers of government onto locabf solar farms, especially when they start January, and,Gumleaf Mobiles: Be creativeCivic Centre; Water and Sewer Reticula

councils is approaching $500 per ratepayeincorporating large lithium Battery Energy with gum leaves, gumnuts and beads to
This means that ratepayers through thefitorage Systems into the projects.

Council are funding services that were préZ*

viously fully provided by State and FederaFeral Deer
Imagine my surprise when | rounded a
This is obviously financially unsustainablédend on the hill down into Moonbi, near
in the medium to long term, with many othefamworth, and there were three Fallow
Deer standing in the middle of the Oxley
reduce service levels or apply a Special Ratéighway like they owned the place.
That evening when driving between Mul- Access your tipping voucher online any-
laley and Coonabarabran | also saw a de- time. Download your tipping voucher on-
cent sized red doe on the side of the road.line before your next visit to one of our
Feral deer are going to be a massive prolwaste facilities, they’re ready when you
lem for farmers and motorists in our part ofare. The perfect way to get rid of your
Christmas and New Year rubbish! Get

Governments.

councils in NSW looking to

Variation in some form.

*%k%

(Another) Fire at a Solar Farm
Once again, a fire has started at a solar
farm in our LGA.

These events are disturbing and worryingthe world in a few short years.

Thursday 22 January

required. Book at Wellington Library
6840 1780 or online

www.mrl.nsw.gov.au/kids
*k%

Free Tip Voucher

make a bush mobile - 10.30am to 12pm,

Activities are free however bookings are

tion Labourer — Multiple positions

To find out more or apply for one of thes
positions head to:
https://www.dubbo.nsw.gov.au/careers
*%k%

What goes in your green lid FOGO bin
Some residences have a green lid FOG
bin, that is only for home food scraps ar
garden waste. NO PLASTICS!

The food and plant material in your FOC
bin are turned into great compost that is
used to grow more food, so it is really in
portant not to allow plastic contaminatio
to go into that bin.

Josh Black

on

Stray Notes calls Roger Everett reflects on host of memories after
for more singers reading the Walmer story in December

Are you passionate about singing and looking foMykes written by Mrs Wykes from After recovery he apparently worke

a friendly, welcoming group to join?

Then people of all ages and experience levels dp&cember 18, 2025) brought back aital Administrator and in good health

invited to try out for Wellington’s community
choir, aka ‘Stray Notes'.

They rehearse Monday evenings, 6 to 7.30pm
St John’s Anglican Church Hall, 43 Warne Street

Go along to a 2026 rehearsal commencing Monsymped up to the upper glasshow them land for purchase in the
day, February 2, to see what the choir is all aboughamber and then run into a vehicle “Bushranger infested Walmer Area

and find out where your voice sits (i.e.
soprano/alto/tenor/bass?).

Get in touch to express your interest.
Lindy Email: Iblekie@gmail.com or Mobile:
0418426865

Dionne Mobile: 0414815110

The price of a“Leader”

Is only half the cosy
of a coffee

Funeral Notice

Dorothy Pearl PARKES

Aged 84 years
Late of Wellington

Adored wife of Ernest (dec)
Loving mother to Kyle (dec)

invited to attend the graveside
funeral service for Dorothy
to be held at the

Wellington Lawn Cemetery
on Monday 19th January 2026

Commencing at 10.30am

H Logue & Sons Funerals, Wellington NSW
0268451946

‘,ﬂt the shop was a particular “master-The Lanes decided to visit the Stoke

Relatives and friends are warnjly

READING THE article from Kel episode on the voyage.

the Walmer Village shop (WDL for several years as the Bathurst Ho

host of memories to Roger Everett he sent for his wife and young son
The installation of the petrol bowserHarold to join him.

piece” for us pre-teens, where wend Basset families in

watched the required fuel handwellington, and Dr Stokes offered to"

The pony rides from “Karoo” to theand they subsequently moved t
Wykes’s shop and then the Post “Happy Valley” and built a wattle and
Office, run by Mrs Parkes at the timedaub cottage and Samual created
was an adventure and to “amazing English garden including
collect the fresh hi-top bread loavedruit trees” that visitors
from the mailbox on return was an reportedly admired.

hepherd ultimately purchased “Acton” in the
Narromine district, and son Harold Lane matrri

Isie Stevenson from “Terrabella” and purcha:
Goolbinga” ultimately part of “Redlands”.
The Lanes owned significant residential and

gommercial real estate in Wellington and in
subsequent times the Bairds owned a numbel

esidential properties in Wellington.
Darvel Baird was very active in the Wellingto

»community particularly Apex, and served as a

ouncillor and Shire President and his wife
uriel remained active on the retained portior
Karoo” until her death a few years ago.
**

Editor’s note:
Further sections of The Walmer Story compile

absolute treat when we got back. On Sundays Samual made the tregd Written by Neil Wykes OAM, Roseville, wil
Wonderful people in wonderful times.to play the organ at the Curra Creef® Published in future editions of theeader”.

Who could forget the truck lines,church and was apparently highly re
with their skewered hemp bags, at thgarded for his advice.
wheat silo’s that were a social get The Lanes purchased “Old Karoo’
together, and good trading days foend eventually lived in a quarriedl
the shop. stone house much to the pleasure
Invariably the trucks were over-Mrs Lane. The Lane-Shepherd
loaded and had to be jacked up ovepartnership provided land for the]
night to stop the springs inverting.School, formerly at Smokey Camp
Often kids were left to move the truckadjacent to the village.
in the line whilst dad continued the Douglas Baird the son of Presbyte
harvest at home. rian Minister from Exeter in NSW ar-
Hard work was what ensured rived on the scene and ultimatel
survival. married the Lane's only daughte
Mrs Wykes's reference to the BairdOlive Lindrea Lane.
Family at “Karoo” has a history of its Douglas and Olive took over the
own and started when Samual Lanaow substantial “Karoo” property and]
and his 11-year-old nephew Frankhen their son Darvel took over thg
Shepherd came to Australia on the property with one daughter
advice of Samual’s Doctor. marrying Harold Morley and taking
On the voyage they became friendlpver a portion of “Karoo” adjacent to
to Dr Stokes and Mr Basset who  the village.
ventured on to Wellington with their The Baird’s other daughters includ-
families, whilst Samual was ing my mother Lucy Everett, all
admitted to Bathurst Hospital to married locally.
recover from a life-threatening The 11-year-old nephew of Frank

Obituaries of our loved ones
are welcomed for publication in th

“Leader”
Contact: mark@wdleader.news

ellinglon & Distréet
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In Memory of Beryl O’Brien
Covering news and views particularly from within thg
Wellington region, which now runs from Euchareena
Elong Elong within Dubbo Regional Council
Local Government Area.

Wellington & District Leader is independently published locallyj
Mark Griggs and Sharon Wilson trading as Wellington District Le
14 Nancarrow Lane, Wellington, NSW, 2820, ABN: 26847723164
printed by Gilgandra Newspapers, another independent and
members of CPNSW.

Editor: Mark Griggs
0456 940 999
email: mark@wdleader.news

Advertising Manager
Sharon Wilson
0407 935 998

email: sharon@wdleader.news

Community input and feedback is welcomed
Story leads, prepared articles and photogray
can be forwarded to the publisher.

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS, LETTER WRITERS AND READERS
The publisher accepts no responsibility for any advertisement, notice, I
opinion published in this newspaper. Any advertisement, notice, letter or o]
published is published at the riskof the contributor who accepts liability fqg
intended publication. All such contributors by forwarding advertisements, n
letters or opinions agree to indemnify the material is accurate and is neith
deceptive or misleading, in breach of copyright, defamatory or in breach
other laws and regulations.
In lodging an advertisement with us you agree that we may publish the ad
ment on our website. The general terms and conditions that apply to publ
of advertisements in our publication apply also to publication of material g
website. Advertising conditions of the Wellington & District Leader are avai
on request by phoning 0407 935 998.
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Beyond Best Betore founders are Wellington
Australia Day Ambassadors on Sunday 25th

AUSTRALIA DAY Ambassadors Katie, reselling them at affordable prices
Maggie and Michael Quach will deliver through a national e-commerce platform
inspiring messages to Wellington com- a flagship store in Sydney, and an emerg
munities during the Australia Day event ing wholesale marketplace.
this year. Their model reduces waste, saves
Council (DRC) will host the Wellington consumers money, and educates
Australia Day 2026 event on Sunday, Australians about food sustainability.
January 25 in Cameron Park, starting at The Australia Day 2026 event in
5pm, and will include children’s activ-  Wellington is supported by Belgravia
ities, a free barbecue, and the official  Leisure, who are offering free entry into |

ceremony. the Wellington and Geurie pools on

Katie, Maggie, and Michael Quach are Monday, January 26.
the visionary siblings behind Beyond Free entry is from 10am and 1pm at ]
Best Before, a social-impact enterprise Wellington, and 11:30am and 6:30pm at [§%
tackling food waste and promoting Geurie.
sustainable living. Council encourages the community to |

In 2025, their work earned internationalattend the Cameron Park celebration on|
recognition with a place on the Forbes 3@unday before spending Australia Day
Under 30 Asia list for Social Impact, on Monday, January 26 in a way that is
highlighting their leadership in sustain- meaningful to them.
ability and innovation.

Founded in 2021, Beyond Best Before RIGHT: Katie, Maggie and Michael
intercepts surplus stock and near-date Quach will officiate at Wellington’s
grocery items destined for landfill, Australia Day celebrations.

= Peter Lewsam

| was Wellington’s
2025 Citizen of
the Year.

We Service New Cars and you get
to keep the Warranty

We offer Fink/Green/Blue slips
Sarvicing new and old wvehicdes

Marion Trounce
was Wellington’s
2025 Senior
Citizen of the
Year.

Dambal BEackchali: 02 6845 30632 | 0439 585 860
Emall: onestopautcmotiveshop@hotmall.com
364 Gishorne Stroot, Wallington

The traditional cutting of the Australia
Day cake by awardees.

Australia Day 2026
in Wellington!

Cameron Fark Sunday 25 January from bpm

Come along and recognise Australia Day 2026
with your community.

The evening will include children's activities:
« Face painting
« Bubbie fairy

Flus a FEEE barbecue!

The official ceremaony, including the Australia Day
Awards, will commence at Bpm.

Plus enjoy FREE entry to Wellington and Geurje
poolz on Monday 26 January thanks to Belgravia
Leisure,

«  Wallington 10am = Tpm
« Geurig 11:30am - 6:30pm

%

OUEE0 REGHINAL
COUNCIL

DUBBO.NSW.GOV.AU —
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Wellington bids ‘farewell’ to Father Carl

WELLINGTON REGION'’S popular Catholic
parish priest, Father Carl McKander was
farewelled to his retirement in grand style by
some 90 parishioners and friends at the Infant dg
Prague Hall on Saturday, January 3.

The evening became a truly successful social
event enjoyed by all and catered for by Wok
Sheridan and Kellie from the Cow & Calf Hotel,
while special entertainment was provided by
Wellington’s own Stray Notes singers.

Two presentations were on the agenda as not if-hl.

only Fr Carl retiring, but also the parish secretar
Enid Simpson.

Fr Carl made special thanks to everyone he ha%id

met while serving the parish in Wellington and  \1cMmahon.
would take many wonderful memories with him

Simpson, Fr

to Mudgee where he will retire to.

.J'.a

Fr arl ;/v.ith some fhi Thursday coffee group mates.
Norm McCure, John Bullock, Michael White, Peter
Sheridan and Bill Redfern.

Neil and Anne East with Kathy Martin.

.-

B in.?

Sue Knowles presents Enid Simpson a gift of a
painting by local artist Louise Sallustio in grat-
itude of her untiring work as Parish Secretary.

atr Carl McKander delivers his farewell
speech.

Terry and Karen Melhuis

h.

o,

Delma and Ray Grsbach.

Sue Knowles Anne Mason and Kathy'Taonr.
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State records highest number of women Reopening
murdered in domestic/family violence

Sunday, 1st February

Empathetic Counselling

NSW AGAIN records highest  children are being turned away ond capacity. :
number of women murdered in from life-saving “For more than five years, we Tell our by AppOlntment 6845 4661
a domestic and family support. have consistently called for a advertisers vol ; ' '
violence context in 2025 DVNSW CEO Delia 50pc increase to baseline fund- | gaw it in thye @ Weﬂlngton Bllddhlst Centre
Specialist DFV services Donovan said the situation was ing so frontline services can ‘Leader’ W { [halog aeling cduslhalic
report average waits of untenable and required immedi- meet demand, retain skilled
two-months for support. ate government workers, and provide safety and
DEMAND FOR support to action. healing to those in crisis,” Ms
manage, leave and recover from “In early 2025, our members Donovan said.
domestic and family reported average wait times of  “This call is backed by k i F
violence continues to rise. up to two months for people researchers, experts, workers e I r I e S »
With NSW once again seeking support,” Ms and victim-survivors — yet suc- ﬂ“ iance
recording the highest number of Donovan said. cessive governments have failed h PHARMALCY
women killed in a domestic vio- “This is essential work and for to listen and act.” p ‘:1 r rﬂ {] {: Y

lence context in the country, some women and children, it's
Domestic Violence NSW said  the difference

the failure of the NSW Govern- between life and death.

ment to invest in frontline serv-  “Imagine the public outcry if

ices, many of which had not there were a two-month wait to times their current

o,
o Sy’ AR fea T

The crisis is even more
severe in regional and remote
NSW, where modelling shows
some services require up to 8.94

“We hope all our loyal customers enfoyed a
fantastic Christmas and New Year

receivedan be treated in an Emergency De-funding simply to remain Iin store we have 25% nFF
increase to their base opera-  partment. operational.
tional funding in more than a “Where is that same urgency  “The data is clear and the a" Buﬂ uY Lﬂ"“gﬂwﬂar
decade, was placing lives at  when women and children are solutions are known.
risk. trying to access safety?” “What's missing is political
According to Domestic Specialist DFV workers will,” she said. L] -
Violence NSW, the peak body report that many services are “NSW is the wealthiest and D O O DY
for specialist domestic and being kept afloat through most well-resourced states in
family violence (DFV) unpaid overtime, fundraising, the country, yet women and
services in the state, the NSW and staff covering basic costs children are being forced to re-
Government can no longer out of their own pockets. turn to violence because we
ignore calls for a 50 per cent in- As referral rates continue to  cannot commit just 0.1 per cent
crease to core funding for the climb, DVNSW warns that of the state budget to properly Tamal |
DFV sector, as services are at goodwill is being relied onto  fund the services that save their leltEd Etﬂﬂk avﬂllﬂhl'ﬂ'
crisis point and women and prop up a sector stretched bey- lives.”

31 Nanima Crescent, Wellington
02 6845 2059

A copy of a “Leader” is only half the price of a coffee mail-keirles@alliancapharmacy.com.au * Choch us out on facebook

The festive season

Isn’t always easy,

and that’s okay

I

Whether yvou've had a tough year or endured
some recent setbacks, it's okay to pause and
reach out for support.

start with something simple like checking in
with yvourself, or someonea you care about,

wiww health.nsw. gov.au/suppori
or call the Mental Health lime
an 1800 011 511.

Looking after your mental health and wellbeing
doesn't mean making big changes. Often, it can

For more information to support your
mental health and wallbeing, visit
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WELLINGTON LOCAL ABORIGINAL
LAND COUNCIL (WLALC)

Notice of

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
(AGM)

Notice is hereby given of an Annual General

Meeting for the Wellington Local Aboriginal
Land Council.

DATE: 22nd January 2026
TIME: 5:30pm
PLACE: WLALC Hall, 163 Simpson Street

AGENDA:

1. Welcome/apologies

2. Minutes of previous meeting
3. Election to fill casual vacancies on Welling
ton LALC Board
4. Receipt of the 24/25 Audited Financial Stgte
ments and Management letter Response.
5. General Business

6. The conduct of any other business placedlo
the agenda before the commencement of th
meeting.

Please note: A voting member of the
Wellington LALC Board is not entitled to
vote, nominate, accept a nomination, or bg
elected to office in elections for Boarg
Members if the voting member has not
attended at least 2 meetings of the Wellingto
LALC in the preceding 12 months as a voting
member

=)

All inquiries about this meeting should be

directed to the Wellington Local Aboriginal

Land Council office staff during business
hours.

Authorized: Helena Stanley (Chairperson

Tell our advertisers you saw it in
the ‘Leader’

Welcome to 2026

of January?

Positions Vacant  Church Services

WELLINGTON

:':\II'IIIIII rs 1'|i| FE Ll ':-.Ei-]l

We have a new position available for an
ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT

This position would suit a young person,
maybe straight from high school,
looking to establish a career in
registered club administration.

Needs to be: Punctual, well presented, haye

typing skills and willing to participate in a
TAFE Administration course.
Must hold an RSA and RCG or willing
to obtain both.

CONTACT: General Manager,
Wellington Soldiers Memorial Club
stephen@wellingtonsoldiers.com

clothing; SLOP on SPF50 or SPF50+
CAN YOU believe it's already the middle broad-spectrum and water-resistant sun-
screen; SLAP on a broadbrimmed hat;

I hope everyone had a relaxing and enjoySEEK shade; and SLIDE on some sun-
able Christmas and New Year period with glasses.
loved ones. I'm excited to see what 2026 Make sure to check your skin regularly
holds and look forward to representing thefor any new spots or changes in shape, col-Venous Thromboembolism (VTE) or
wonderful people of the Dubbo electorate. our or size of existing spots. If you notice known thromboembolic disease

ONE STOP SHOH
DIRECTORY

especially for
tradies & services

just like yours

see Page 11
Phone Sharon
0407 935 998

Water Delivery

Domestic Water Deliveries

Servicing Wellington Region

Fiona: 0427 463 441 Ken: 0427 463 4

Anglican Parish of Wellington

WELLINGTON — St John the Baptist
Church

Sunday 9am

Sunday 5pm - The Gathering

MARANATHA
11am on 2nd & 4th Friday of month.

Wellington Baptist Church

77 Swift Street
9:30am Sunday mornings
6pm Evening Service

Wellington Uniting Church
Sunday at 9.30am

St Patrick’s Catholic Parish

Saturday

6pm — Mass, St Patrick’s Church,
Wellington

8.30am - Stuart Town

Sunday
8am — Our Lady’s Church, Yeoval firg
third and fifth Sundays of the month
10am — Our Lady’s Church, Yeoval
second and fourth Sundays of the
month

10am — St Patrick’s Church,

——

Wellington first, third and fifth Sundayp

of the month
8am — St Patrick’s Church, Wellington
second and fourth Sundays of the
month

Weekday mass

Please check parish bulletin

In Christ Chapel
2pm Sunday

Riverside Church Inc.

170 Thornton Street

Sunday: 10.00am Service
Thursday: Bible Study for Men and
Women 10.30 am

symptoms before the age of 40; or,

a history of any of the following medical
conditions:
* Cardiovascular (heart) disease or stroke your care provider to find out whether a

Around the eloctorate With our State Membddugald Saunders

Everyone
looks at the
classifieds.

Promote
your

Annual
General
Meetings,
Social Club
Events,

Birthday
Parties

Homes and

Flats to rent

or wanted to
rent

Lost and
Found

Garage Sale
Memorium

Public Notice

Raffle prize
winners

we'll fit any
size
Phone
0407 935 99

*kkkk
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and nurse practitioners can refer eligible
* Experience perimenopause/menopausal women to the WNSWLHD Specialist
symptoms after the age of 40 but also hav&lenopause Service for advanced care.

you're experiencing complex menopaus

or perimenopausal symptoms, speak to

*kk

ferral is right for you.

My office has now reopened after a well- anything unusual, see your doctor as soon* Cancer (current or past history or geneticTertiary Student Scholarships

deserved break. If there’s anything that | as possible. Most skin cancers can be sucrisk of breast/gynaecological cancer)
can do to assist you, please do not hesitateessfully treated if found early.

*kk

to reach out by calling 6882 3577, sending

an email to dubbo@parliament.nsw.gov.auSpecialist Menopause Service
When women experience severe or com- * Acute liver disease
plex menopausal symptoms it can have a * High risk of fracture or history of mini-
big impact on both their quality of life and mal trauma fracture
health, including heart and bone related is- The WNSWLHD Specialist Menopause designed to alleviate financial hardship -

or visiting in person at 1/18 Talbragar
Street, Dubbo.

*k%

Summer Safety: Be SunSmart

It's pretty well known that skin cancer is
the most commonly diagnosed cancer in
Australia, but did you know that the
sun’s ultraviolet (UV) radiation can also
cause premature ageing and eye damagehelp.

sues.

it's cloudy: SLIP on some sun-protective

rection and treatment options from the
NSW Specialist Menopause Service can

* Migraine with aura
* Symptoms of menopause not improved
6-8 weeks after initiating therapy

Students studying an accredited course
through TAFE NSW, a Registered Traini
Organisation (RTO), University or a simi
institution may be eligible to apply for fi-
nancial assistance through OCTEC Lim
ited’s Glenn Taylor Scholarship.

Valued up to $20,000, this opportunity

Service is a referral service, with a care coregional and rural Australian students.

6 THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 2026, WELLINGTON & DISTRICT LEADER

Local Health District (SWSLHD) Special-
ist Menopause Hub Service as part of NSWittps://octec.org.au/glenntaylorscholarsl
Health’s state-wide Menopause Network. ***
* Experience perimenopause/menopause General practitioners, medical specialistsUntil next time, Dugald

For these women, more expert advice, diordinator assessing and triaging patient re- Those living with disability, First Nation
ferrals and helping patients to navigate cangeople, mature-aged students heading |
locally. The service also assists with ad- to school, and people who have excelle
ditional referrals as needed, both locally
The good news is you can lower your risk Women in the Western NSW Local Healtrand through the South-Western Sydney
by being SunSmart. When the UV level is District (WNSWLHD) may be eligible to
3 or above, remember to be SunSmart by access this service, if they meet one or
using all 5 sun protection measures, even hore of the following eligibility criteria:

their studies are encouraged to apply.
Applications close February 28, 2026.
For more information, visit:



Soldiers Club enters rejuvenation program looking to the future

...From Front Page Keeping ahead with the times . = =T
amalgamization,” Ms Edwards said. WSMC general manager Stephen Hodge .
“The Board, like golf club members, said that as the club’s finances and savingg

believed the ongoing success for the golf were in a positive position, the club’s
club was essential to the benefit of the  financial viability and continued savings
whole Wellington community. enabled modernisation of areas within.
“And trading and profitability has already “Some stabilising work by the club’s
increased.” previous general manager David French
Ms Edwards said she saw the golf club asnd club directors during the past 10 to 15
a hidden gem with much potential. years has placed this club’s finances into g
“We now have plans to upgrade the club-very positive position which now enables g
house area which will result in attracting phase of restructuring to keep ahead of a
more community engagement, particularly challenging club business income future,”
in functions like wedding ceremonies and Mr Hodge said.
breakfasts, plus other celebrations as well “From the board’s strategic plan the first

as encouraging more family-oriented three stages of modernising club areas ha g : . ]

engagement.” been identified and design plans are now an upgrade including a fresh design to simplify customer service is one of the first
ready to head to the regional council as  three stages of the Wellington Soldiers Memorial Club’s “Looking to the Future”

WINS block development applications. strategy. Pictured is club president Robyn Edwards and general manager Stephet

With the acquisition of the WINS block the “The first stage is an upgrade enhance- Hodge looking over the special four-page centre-spread feature inside today’s pap
Soldiers Club has reviewed its strategic ment of the gaming outdoor smoking area

plan to fulfil a long-time dream of together with a new club bar arrangement a |arger play area for the youngsters “These improvements with the propose
developing a new bowling green facility at availing easier service in keeping with encouraging a family dining engagement bowling green which will be viewed fron
the rear of the club’s premises. member’s needs. environment.” the ground floor and upstairs facilities w
“A bowling green will also offer members “Following this will be a complete Mr Hodge said there were also future  add further to the progressive club the
an additional sporting attraction,” Ms restructure of the kitchen area to include aplans to expand the downstairs area. Soldiers Club has progressed into.
Edwards said. multi-national cuisine Bistro enabling “Downstairs has not been utilised fora  “Take the time and carefully read the

“The synthetic lawn rinks will be easy- ~ patrons to increase their dining experiencedecade or more, however, this could be  “Looking to the Future” club insert in
care, and an opportunity to acknowledge by viewing their meals being cooked and revitalised into a sports bar styled enter- today’s paper to view where your club is
local sporting and community members ~ prepared from their tables. tainment area with more kids playground positively heading.”
with the area and rinks named after them.” “The dining area enlargement will includeequipment,” Mr Hodge said.

Lions introduces new schoolTop borrowed books in 202!
aCh I eve m e nt award CRIME THRILLER author Lee Child has taken

out to most book borrowed from the Macquarie
Regional Library in Wellington and Dubbo for the
third year running.

Ms Child’s books are on the library’s top 10 bor
rowed books in 2025 for both fiction and non-fic-
tion and borrowed the most times by members a L F
the Dubbo or Wellington Libraries.

Library Manager Kathryn McAlister said over \‘HQ
the past few years crime fiction and Australian a % %
thors have dominated the top 10 borrowed adult
fiction category.

“Crime thriller author Lee Child has taken out o
the top spot for the third year running whilst
Karly Lane and James Patterson are also consi
tent authors featured in the top 10 year on year,’
Ms McAlister said.

Top adult fiction borrowed books:

. In Too Deep, by Lee Child

. Strangers In Time, by David Baldacci
. The Hidden Girl, by Lucinda Riley

. Twist of Fate, by Karly Lane

. Out in Nowhere, by Fleur McDonald

Librarian Margot Drake from the Wellington
Library with some of the 2025 top borrowed

Wellington High School student Jarrod Morris is presented the first

O~NO U WN B

. Resurrection Walk, by Michael Connelly books
Lions Outstanding Achiever award by Lion Deavelyn Besterwich. . The One That Got Away, by Karly Lane '
] ] o . Holmes is Missing, by James Patterson families, by Clare Bailey
WELLINGTON LIONS introduced  in the face of significant challenges. 9. | ooking Out, by Fiona McCallum 8. Original sin: President Biden's decline, by J
a new award to the annual Welling- This award celebrates students whqg. Raised By Wolves, by James Patterson Tapper
ton [High School annual awards remain engaged in their education 9. The warrior: Rafael Nadal and his kingdom
presentation night last year, and ~ and continue to work towards a posiTop adult non-fiction books borrowed: clay, by Christopher Clarey
hopes to introduce the same award ditve future despite adversity. 1. Handfuls of sunshine: perfect bite — sized ~ 10. A short history of modern internal medicin
every school in Wellington. Deavelyn Besterwich presented theyakes, by Tilly Pamment by Kerry Breen
The monetary award and perpetualnew Lions Outstanding Achiever 2 A knock at the door, by Rob Parsons Macquarie Regional Library has an extensiv
shield is presented to a child nomi- Award to Jarrod Morris. 3. Food noise, by Jack Mosley range of fiction and non-fiction titles available
nated by the school and recognising Denim Ah See was presented the 4. pjug in! the electrification handbook, by Saul physical books or the online library through ag
students who demonstrate resilience2025 Outstanding Achiever Award — Griffith such as Libby, BorrowBox, IndyReads and U |
personal growth, and determination Highly Commended award. 5. The let them theory, by Mel Robbins brary.
6. Australian gospel: a family saga, by Lech To access the library’s great collections, bect
Blaine a member. It's free to join. Visit your local libri

7. Eating together: a recipe for healthier, happierbranch or www.mrl.nsw.gov.au

15 billion containers recycled in Return and Earr

NSW RECYCLERS have benefited from $1.5 to accept wine and spirit bottles and larger dri
billion in refunds by returning a record 15 billion containers from mid-2027. The scheme expal
containers through Return and Earn. sion will divert an estimated 27,000 tonnes of
Enthusiasm for Return and Earn has seen the terials from NSW landfills annually, and make
tally of bottles, cartons and cans returned throughdditional 362 million containers eligible for th
the network soar from 14 billion to 15 billion 10 cent refund each year.
containers in less than six months. Return and Earn was first introduced as a litt
The estimated environmental benefits of the  reduction initiative and has become an integre
scheme, which launched in December 2017, part of NSW's circular economy, with glass an
include: energy savings equivalent to powering plastic bottles processed and back on the she
204,750 homes for a year; water savings equiv- within weeks of being returned.
alent to 35,186 Olympic swimming pools; and The program has also become a key fundrai:
CO2 emissions equivalent to taking nearly 1.1  platform for charities and community groups,
million cars off the road for a year. The stagger- with over $91.5 million in container refund dor
Denim Ah See is presented the 2025 Outstanding Achiever Award — ing 15 billion milestone has been reached as thetions and fees from hosting return points to su

Highly Commended award by Lion Deavelyn Besterwich. state government prepares to expand the schemgort worthy causes since 2017.
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ELLINGTON

Soldiers Memorial
& Golf Club

Looking to the future

AS the leading and largest venue in town, the
Wellington Soldiers Memorial & Golf Group
(WSMG) continues to play a very important
role in the social fabric of the town and
Wellington’s surrounding region.

It is the primary place for people to meet and
socialise, and this is especially true for the older
members of the community who value the Club
for its safety and friendly atmosphere.

But the club must keep up with the times and
changes in the social fabric and to survive, it
must expand its services to cater to the
upcoming generations.

With this knowledge the club’s Board of
Directors worked with consultants for some
months, starting in October 2024 to prepare its
Strategic Planfor the future 10 years and
beyond.

The Plan builds on past inhouse

T,

improvements in the past 30 years and proposes
to update the facilities while also broadening its
scope to endure competition, and keep abreast
and in front of potential financial impediments
by expanding entrepreneurial assets.

These include investing in real estate in
Wellington, and already has a solid portfolio of
residential and commercial property which
provides for strong diversification against the
risk of gaming regulatory changes.

Immediate-past General Manager, David
French worked hard for 15 years to bring the
Club’s finances into positive savings and
handed over the role two years ago to current
General Manager Stephen Hodge, saying he left
a rough gem for Stephen to hone into a shining
diamond.

The Strategic Planwas developed under
Stephen’s guidance together with further
property acquisitions and the amalgamation of

this Club with Wellington Golf Club.

This move not only keeps one of the Central
West’s best golfing venues active, but has
already turned profits around for the benefit of
golfers, and WSMG members.

The recent acquisition of the WINS
Community Centre and property is seen as a
key addition to the club’s portfolio and enables
further expansion and the establishment of a
three to four rink lawn bowling green.

When WINS found itself in financial difficulty
this Club went to their assistance making sure
this community did not lose a necessary vital
link in assisting the people of this area.

Inside the Soldiers Club, we expand on plans
which are now in place with building upgrades
in the gaming and bar area the first two stages
followed by a brand new look Bistro dining area,
an expansion enticing families to enjoy our club
facilities.

“Wello Soldiers — The Place to Be”

WELLINGTON SOLDIERS MEMORIAL & GOLF GROUP - Looking to the Future
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Where we came from...

The Wellington Soldiers
Memorial Club was formed on
the 29th of November 1947
when a small group of
Returned Servicemen met at
the School of Arts building in
Swift Street with the idea of
forming a Club to cater for the
needs of Ex-Servicemen and
their families.

The Club used the School of
Arts building until 1961, when
they moved into the present
Club in Arthur Street.

The club has 78 years of
history and continuous service
to the community of Wellington
(NB. there is opportunity to
plan for the 80th year
celebration in 2027).

In the 1990’s, the upstairs
disco area was very popular
with the younger generation.

In the early 2000’s the dining
room was moved upstairs and
there was Chinese food
downstairs.

In 2007, the club underwent a
major refurbishment and new
layout. This included the

upstairs foyer, the large bar
upstairs as current, and an
upgrade of the toilets.

In 2015, the current restaurant
and the kids play area were
developed.

Two smoking areas were
added when the smoking laws
changed approximately 15
years ago.

The revamped entrance with
the covered awning was

Club Presidents

Col. N.D Barton C.B.E. — E.D. President 1947-1956
L/Col. R.F. R.F. Oakes. President 1956-1967

R.S. (Bob) Scott. President 1967-1970

R.T. (Bob) Setter. President 1970-2003

James (Jim) Carberry. President 2003-2012
Timothy (Tim) Parker. President 2012-2015

Shirley Dysdale. President 2015-2018

Victor Howe. President 2018 — 2023

Robyn Edwards. President 2023-

developed 10 years ago
providing comfort and
protection for members as they
enter and leave the club.

In 2018/19, the alfresco area
to the rear of the club was
developed.

The gaming smoking area was
added four years ago (approx.
2019/20).

The current caterers providing
Chinese and classic club food
commenced with the club
towards the end of 2021.

Raffles and Badge Draws
have always been big on
Tuesdays, Fridays and Sundays.

These nights are important
for the social fabric of the
town, and Bingo has always
been popular for young and
old.

President’s message

“To improve is to change;
To be perfect is to change

often.”
Winston Churchill

Wellington Soldiers Memorial &
Golf Group are on the verge of a
major upgrade to the Club's
facilities.

The upgrades come on the back of
an extensive and professional
“strategic planning” process under-
taken by the Board in October
2024, with a staged upgrade
planned for the entire Club, whilst
taking into consideration ongoing
responsible financial management
of the business.

2026 will see the commencement
of a new look gaming room, in
keeping with a modern design

including furniture, fittings and
outdoor appeal.

Bar, Bistro and Auditorium have
all been covered in the planning
process.

The commencement of the
renovations has been delayed to
accommodate work by the
architects, and council planning
approvals.

The recent purchase of WINS
adjoining property will almost
certainly see major change to the
initial plans, to improve the offer-
ings of your Club for our members.

I hope you will join me in looking
forward to the completion of the
development of Stage 1 and 2.

Robyn Edwards,
On behalf of the Board of Directors

Club Board of Directors
President Vic Howe
Robyn Edwards Terry Dray
Vice-President Barry Jeffery
Herb Smith Stephen Jones
Treasurer Warren Hurst
David King Mark Griggs
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Club redevelopment stageslA Gaming area. 1B Bar. 2A Bistro Kitchen. 2B Bistro dining
area and Coffee/Snack Lounge. 2C New Toilets. Stages 3 and 4 will be put on hold for future.

WELLINGTON SOLDIERS MEMORIAL & GOLF GROUP - Looking to the Future
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THE first stage is an enlargement of the smoking area in the gaming

room area giving

The second stage is a complete redesign and refit of the bar area.

The two stages are estimated to cost in the vicinity of $2.5M.

Then a brand new kitchen and bistro style area complete with
cooking at front for diners to feel part of the whole food preparation

and serving proce

Menu will be enlarged to offer Australian, European and Asian

cuisine.

A good steak, pizza, pasta and many other dishes..
The kitchen upgrade will be close to $1.5milion.
These are the three main upgrades which will take up to three years

to complete.

Then the focus will be on the downstairs area which is planned to

t three

more privacy to players.

SS.

start in the third to fourth year.

By that time the club would have saved enough money to pay for the

fourth stage.

Management has been investing funds each week, building up
reserves for the construction account, which will mean the club will
not have to borrow large amounts to pay for the upgrades.

With the gaming room upgrade, by giving patrons more privacy
while playing, it may mean we have less gaming machines on the

floor.

It is a priority that our customers are comfortable and more

importantly feeling safe while in the room.

Players will also gain the benefit of staff providing a more

customer-focused

Future plans for Auditorium

AUDITORIUM redesign and new club main reception are the

service out from the bar.

last areas in the vision.

The manager has outlined what could be achieved by turning
the auditorium into a family-oriented area with a play area
where families or mums and bubs and toddlers and/or locals
and visitors could frequent away from club bar areas for
leisurely drinks and eats while youngsters play in another

nearby new play area.

The Arthur Street front of the building and current side walk-
way to main entrance will become an alfresco area with bi-fold
glass doors and windows facing Arthur Street and the car park,
while inside the current auditorium bar will be transfer to a café
counter which will serve both sides of the new area.

The new entrance will include a very large reception foyer
with an escalator taking patrons up to the main floor replacing

sfeskeosk

the existing stairs.
The lift will stay where it currently is.

The auditorium would be moved to above the bowling green
and large enough for continued use like the present area.

upgrade stage

Recent acquisition

Last month, the club purchased the WINS land
enabling further plans to be established.

During sale negotiations this club offered
WINS 12 months free rent to allow the organi-
sation to reshape its future.

To assist in this the club’s General Manager
Stephen Hodge was invited to become a director

1 of WINS and later elected chair of the WINS

board.

It had long been an ambition of this club’s
board to obtain the back section of the WINS
land to build a three or four rink Bowling
Green.

Now this plan can also be included .

The bowls section and rinks would be named
after local sporting champions of Wellington.

The whole redevelopment is oriented towards
the years to come in which the present and
future young people will recognise, accept and
utilise.

While looking at the downstairs area, the
inside is envisaged as a sports area with plenty
of room for adults and an intense play area for
their children making a visit to the club a whole

amily affair.
¢ upgrades will be introduced in stages after

ain upgrades to the Gaming Room, Bar
and Bistro.

mimnm s
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Club Expansion - Wellington Golf Club

By acquiring the Wellington Golf Club and 18-hole courseThis enables an expansion of this club’s scope of potent@iristening parties to wakes.
this club can now increase functions and entertainment income streams while servicing the whole community in

Ly

utilising the golf club premises and the acclaimed coursetown and throughout the Wellington region with an ABOVE: An artist's impression of the club’s outdoors
facilities just a few kilometres out of town and next to theultra-class golf course and indoor and outdoor facilities area fitted with sundeck and shading, making the club
world famous Wellngton Caves and tourist park. ready for any type of function from weddings to an ideal venue for any function.

ELLINGTON

Soldiers Memorial
& Golf Club

WELLINGTON SOLDIERS MEMORIAL & GOLF CLUB - Looking to the Future
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‘ONE STOP SHOP’
DIRECTORY

R . EUUA";E:TIC PATHWAY “{" I .
Peter F-'Illllrl.-;.] -&: Compary Yy . d*ﬂ'
[T T —— - DELIUERIES ‘ PﬂTENTIAL I!..:I TT

\ i
Are you thl“:mg ﬂ]'_f selling W Servicing 9 NDIS SUPPORT PROVIDER
our nome: SERVICING DUBBD, WELLINGTON
y s g WELLINGTON & NARROMINE NSW
Contact Rebecca at Peter Milling & ra— N -
Company and see why she was awarded — 6» RF _E‘ “:} Fih
the #1 agent of the year 3years running! . iar 17 44s Fiomna: (427 463 441

REDFERN MVRL 60819
QHEF!."."'F DIESEL

FOR ALL YOUR DIESEL NEEDS

Servicing Wellington & surrounding areas.

BART: 0427 724 788

.................
- For all mechanical needs

Car & 4wd Servicing
(new & old)

Road Worthy Inspection
Mechanical Repairs

Wheel Alignment
and Much More

HAND-MADE BY SHARON WILSON
0407 935 998

IS your business missing? RaineSHorne. 22127 T
We can le thatl ' AUSTRALIA WIDE

Phn: 02 68 45 1112 92 Lee Street
0488 660 776 WELLINGTON

ness
Get your business in front of new ctmsners FOR YOUR RURAL PROPERTY SALES.

5 -""f._x o 055 BETOC X
Phone Sharon on 0407 935 998 : Ea?nﬁ?n—:{% DO IR

Scan the QR code
on your phone or device

to view our new website
Wellington & District

LEADER
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Rural

Information for the
Man on the Land

Fu; More Information

call

A

Mb: 0428 635 994

weather with temperatures of

37 to 42 degrees and overnight lows of 25
very dry conditions.

El Nino incoming? Forecasters see signs o
changes ahead.

*k%

Harvest is done and dusted in the western re
Coonamble had the highest wheat yields fo
western area followed by Gilgandra and t
Wellington. NSW produced the most wheat
of all states with SA producing the most barl
*k%

Why has China introduced new tariffs on Aus
ian beef?

In Dec 2024, China lifted a ban on two Austra
beef producers, signalling the end of a four-
trade dispute between the two countries.
wever, when China announced new trade re

both Australia and the red meat industry have
raised around whether China is plotting ano}
trade war against Australia.

China’s commerce ministry introduced a qu
on beef exports, and exporters who excee(
quota will be subject to a 55 per cent tariff.

As Australian beef is protected by the Ch
Australia free trade agreement (ChAFTA),
commerce ministry also announced that it wi
pause compliance with the relevant measur
the agreement. The Tariff is set to last three
starting 1st January 2026.

T, cheaper while grown heifers wereMutton.

tions on Australian beef last week, concerns ffo@ average 410c/kg.

Around the tracks
withv Col Hodges

Stock report by Ross Plasto Racing at Parkes

Dubbo Prime Cattle sale yarded Dubbo Prime Lamb sale yarded BRED AT his Billabong Creek property at Tic
3300. 19,000. borne by John Davis, the five-year-old mare B
It was a fair quality yarding with Quality was fair with a large yarding bong Rose unleashed a tremendous finishing
good numbers of yearlings suitableof lightweight and trade lambs, alongo win the final event on Friday at Parkes.
for the backgrounders and feedersiith good heavy lambs mixed Trained for the owner John Davis by B
along with good numbers of weanershroughout. Thompson at Wellington, Billabong Rose, a
to suit the restockers. There were large supplies ofstart Wellington winner, had Jake Pracey-Hol
There were fair numbers of well fin-Dorpers and limited numbers of Me-in the saddle for the 1200 metres Parkes Elvis
ished grown steers and heifers andno lambs. Most regular buyers weraival Benchmark 50 Handicap.
cows were well supplied. operating and the market sold Winning chances were looking slim in the stra
Young trade cattle were firm with cheaper. when a long way back in the 12-horse field
prime yearlings selling from 414c to Lightweight processing lambs towever Billabong Rose ($3.20 to $2.90 favou
470c/kg. 18kg sold from $100 to $195/headcharged home to win by a long-neck from Frui

Plasto.~"—<-

e
& C'Dmpaﬂy' Livestock and Property

Bty Lientizd

LAST WEEK we experienced extreme Rot Feeder steers were firm while feedefrade weights 20kg to 24kg wereDe Vine (Jordan Stiff $19) with a half-length to

heifers were 13c to 24c/kg dearerback $20, selling from $210 tothird place dead heaters Loud (Mathew Cabhill,
vitheeder steers sold from 410c to 5068259/head, averaging between 1020gnd Box Of Crackers (Mikayla Weir, $6.50).
while feeder heifers sold from 400c tcand 1050c/kg cwit. Well promoted by Parkes Jockey Club the nr
bip7c/kg. Heavy lambs over 24kg sold froming on a very hot day attracted a good crc
With the season remaining very drn245 to $345/head averagingdrawn from a wide area including interstate \
young cattle to the restockers werd030c/kg cwt. many of the racegoers being Elvis Presley 1
hiok)c to 20c cheaper with young steers Merino lambs sold to $217 andPriscilla lookalikes and Elvis tribute artists.
treelling to 510c and young heifers soldambs to restockers, to $245/head. Last or near last in four barrier trials in Sydi
hetp 478c/kg. Heavy hoggets reached $290/head. Fierce Luva was recently transferred to Brett F
out Grown steers finished 9c¢ to 12c and first up for the Dubbo trainer won the 14(
12,000 yarded and pricesCommercial Hotel/Kennards Hire Maiden Plat
firm. Prime grown steers sold fromwere strong, particularly light to me- Patiently ridden by apprentice lzzy Neale, Fi
ald22c to 475c¢ while heifers sold fromdium weights. Luva ($4.40 to $6) came from well off the pac
400c to 468c/kg. Merino ewes sold from $80 to $294 score in the last stride from The Bullet (Matf
jan Cows were 15¢ to 32c dearer with 2and  crossbred ewes, $114 teahill, $2.30 to $2 fav) and Nortoko (Wendy P
e@nd 3 scores to processors sellin§236/head. $6.50).
Hdrom 220c to 405c/kg. Prime heavy Merino wethers sold from $196 to Unplaced at Orange three days prior to Pa
trigeight cows sold from 380c to 428c$236, and rams sold to $220/head. the Jane Clement, Mendooran trained Ha
Cows to re- Most sheep sold in the range of 720@urned the form around and as a $61 rank out
hestpckers sold from 150c¢ to 400c/kgto 780c/kg cwit. and with apprentice Ryan Bradley aboard,
héteavy bulls sold to 396c/kg. throughout to win the 1600m McPherson’s F
& Service “Memphis Mile” BM 50 Handicap fro

ot the second place dead heaters Bill Peyto (C
the A VOWLd/ﬁ’L?/fV‘a,C]%/ Palmer, $17) and Hasime (Jacob Stiff, $2.80)
. Well known media identity Michael Dumesn)

n WLtZ/V CO‘I/ HOdg«%/ impressed by the organisation of Parkes race
th through Professional Food Distributors becar

first time sponsor along with Parkes Courier S
ice of the 1400m Class 1 Handicap won by In
Nic Of Time for the Todd Smart stable at Canb

In The Nic Of Time (Adrian Layt, $2.45 fav) |

SErin Molloy rides a winner at Wellington
“Boxing Day races while on holidays

Trade Minister Don Farrell said the govern
was disappointed by this decision calling on C

ducers.
2023 found the country’s red meat sector had
facing an oversupply crisis, which has led 1

overall import of beef into China has been ris
red meat sector.

*%%

Wool Markets reopened this week but we

age flc wt 2025 was 4.43kg.

*%k%

to respect Australia’s status as a “valued free §af¥er Christmas, talented apprentice starts.

agreement partner”. While Australia’s Red njea@ckey Erin Molloy took the oppor- .
industry is yet to estimate the potential impacfs &¢nity to accept mounts at the Well- Molloy and she followed with a

the tariffs, Australian exporters may be better pré2gton meeting on Boxing Day and - good ride on the Wayne Martyn,
pared in comparison to previous trade changpsimPressed with a winner and a sec- Coonabarabran trained $21 outsideryajgen Plate with Argyle Laird ($2.60 fav) whi

China’s most recent tariff announcemenf i€nd placing from her two rides. \ )
mainly aimed at appeasing China’s domestic proNOW based at the Sunshine Coast ance Western Plains Class 1 Handi- gpectacular Star (Mikayla Weir, $12) and Big |
Chinese media reports dating badk

drastic price drop in Chinese beef. However tife
sparking concerns and complaints from Chifia?0 Handicap.
miss the market report which comes out Thjir4?
days. Some facts: Sheep numbers in Ausrraﬁ‘g

24/25 are 56.5 million head down or 12.4pc. A el

all the way and scored by over three lengths
Notleanormean (Mikayla Weir, $11) and Pamj
(Jake Pracey-Holmes, $10).

The talented Dubbo-based apprentice Jacok
and Orange trainer Alison Smith combined to
the 1200m Railway Hotel-Orange Vet Hosg

ent . . .
in&/HILE VISITING family in Forbes her without a win from well over 30

This was the 50th win for Erin

The Hoff in the 1100m Elders Insur- g\yooped in the straight to account for the le

Queensland, Erin Molloy pro-

heHHced a great front running ride on
L the Sharon Jeffries, Parkes trained
jllions to win the 900 metres Well-

cap. ) Bob (Ellen Hennessy, $17).

Given a charmed run behind the A string of good bets were landed when the ¢
leader, The Hoff tried hard butwas vjg|ja, Canberra trained Prophet Time (Co
outclassed and beaten over two  keatings, $6) ran home strongly from midfielc
lengths by the Angus Stewart, Bath- heat press Gaze (Jake Pracey-Holmes, $11
. . urst trained Gail Jeanette (Ashleigh one More Thing (Ashleigh Stanley, $17) in

Quickly away, Zillions ($8) turned Stanley, $1.70 favourite) while 1000m Telescope Tyres-Parkes Real BM
for home in front and when seriouslyChamp De Mars (Jacob Stiff, $2.80) Handicap.

V“phallenged held on under strong rid-filled third place.
ng from Erin Molloy to win by a Among the very big crowd at Well- parkes will next race on Saturday, Januar
ort head from Press Gaze (Jake ington was a sizeable group of the \yhile the Cowra Cup is on this Sunday, Janual
Pracey-Holmes, $3.80) with over  Molloy clan supporting Erin Molloy
two lengths to the third placed Hou- including her grandfather Tom Mol-
dini Spirit (Jacob Stiff, $3.50). loy and her uncle, Danny Molloy,

ndngton Soldiers Memorial Club BM

*k%k

Become a member of

Sheep market.. CTLX Carcoar:-1590 sheep,
lambs. Lamb supply remained steady and g
was mixed with some well finished shorn la
Mostly trades penned, a few heavy weights
stores in reasonable numbers. All buyers pr
and operating and market firm to a little che
for lambs mutton prices strong.

Light lambs to restockers $145 to $210, he
lines $220 to $227. Medium and heavy la

Heavy trade 23 to 24kg $236 to $265. H
lambs firm, ave 1050c to 1140c/kg cwt. E

mainly ewes and prices stronger. Heavy M
ewes $180 to $206

*kk

STOCK CLEARANCE:-AIl stock must go

Cattle market.. CTLX Carcoar no sale last wgek

firm to a little easier, ave 1050c to 1100c/kg ¢wt

heavy $312 to $336/kg. Mutton quality varigd

‘Sharon Jeffries has now won five both from Forbes and former leading
46@ces with Zillions which came to  jockeys on the Picnic races circuit.

-Real estate heats up in Wellington
-Real estate prices in Wellington

S
iddighest price in October this year was
bs3 Maughan Street at $1,230,000.

Wellington Race Club.
$66 membership includes you
and a guest to all race meetings
Take 5 years membership for the

price of 4 years.  Just $264.
vl Raymond St, $825,000 in August
"87 Gisborne st, $575,000 in March Contact: Wellington Race Club.
ind1 Arthur St $550,000 in August

35 Curtis St $535,000 in March.

According to Realestate.com.au

wellingtonboot@wellingtonraceclub.ne

or phone: 0437 778 451
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Around the tracks with Col Hodges

i i summer racing carnival which featured the
RaCIng at Gllgandra $50,000 Gilgandra Services Club-Gilgandra Cu

APART FROM contributions by Santa Claus,  ((1600m) won by Wealthy Investor.

supporters of the Kieren Hazelton stable had theirCelebrating the win by the $26 outsider were a
Christmas expenses covered when the local big western area syndicate including several
trainer won three races on the first day of the ~ committee members of the Coonamble Jockey
Gilgandra summer racing carnival. Club.

In true Christmas spirit, Kieren Hazelton shared Wealthy Investor was ridden a great race by Ja
his trio of winners amongst different jockeys, JakBracey-Holmes for Damien Lane, formerly from
Pracey-Holmes (Invincible Phantom), Izzy NealeCoonamble and now a successful trainer at
(Dao Sun) and Kody Nestor (Order Of Merit).  Wyong.

Kicking off the carnival in front of a big crowd,  Settling midfield, Wealthy Investor powered
Jake Pracey-Holmes sent his mount to the lead d®me to win the Cup by almost two lengths from
the field settled down in the 1000 metres Wayne Tainui (Shannen Llewellyn, $6) and Rouge
Mallison Painting & Decorating Maiden Plate andoulin (Clayton Gallagher, $2.60 fav) with Order]
Invincible Phantom ($3.80 to $3.20) ran outa  Of Merit (Zoe Hunt, $41) a good run for fourth
convincing winner from Outlaw Annie (Clayton after winning on the first day of the carnival.
Gallagher, $1.40 favourite) and Long Time Feature sprint, the 1100m Northwest Tanks-Bo
Lovers (Zoe Hunt, $14). Foran Memorial Town Plate was won by the

Apprentice I1zzy Neale had the reins when Dao speedster Chandon Star from the Jane Cleme”tGroundbreaking Aussie invention called the Safety Collar that is set
Sun ($2.10), coming from fourth position, surgedstable at Mendooran. _ _eliminate cricket related neck and head injuries and deaths.
down the outside to beat Box Of Crackers Away quickly under apprentice Chelsea Hillier,

(Mikayla Weir, $4.40) and Big Shot Legend Chandon Star ($14) led all the way to score by

(James Rogers, $17) in the 1100m Royal Hotel over a length from Enterprise Legend (Siena Safety COI Iar C“Cket Sh | rt |S SEt

Benchmark 50 Handicap. Grima, $3.90 equal fav) and Brief Statement

Kody Nestor was wearing the green and white (Clayton Gallagher, $10). to el | m | nate Cr| Cket related neClq

Bowman Racing colours when Order Of Merit ~ Sponsored by Ahrens, the $50,000 Walter Prout
completed the Kieren Hazelton treble in the Memorial Super Maiden Handicap (1200m) saw 1Nl 1
1600m Western Farm Machinery Benchmark 50 an all the way win by the Clint Lundholm trained and head InJ u rles and deaths

Handicap. Tropic (Kody Nestor, $1.26) from Revenue RaiseiCCORDING TO respected The protective system uses:
Steadily making ground from midfield, Order Of(Ella Drew, $5.50) and Real Housewives Australian materials engineer and  * Two high-density foam tubes wit
Merit ($8) reached the lead on the home turn be{Mikayla Weir, $26). inventor Charisma Wickham, her  hollow centres
fore winning by over a length from Hasime Following a last start win at Dubbo the Brett  safety Collar invention involves the * A lightly padded resin backing
(Zoe Hunt, $4.60) and Beg Me (Jake Pracey- Robb trained Imastatement ($5) was given a ”iC‘i’ncorporation of an innovative collar layer
Holmes, $26). run b.ehind the leaders before beating Nevermistgto a standard cricket shirt The tubes are designed to take,
After sharing the lead, the Clint Lundholm, (Daniel Northey, $4.60) and My Boy Scout providing critical protection to one  spread and deflect impact around
broke away to win the 1200m Railway Hotel BM Machinery-Kate Smith Memorial Benchmark 58 pody: the neck and lower head. Because the centre is hollow, the
50 Handicap while the other winners were the  Handicap. The shirt is designed to be worn byball’s force is diverted away from
Brett Robb, Dubbo trained Snowball (Izzy Neale,*** cricketers at all levels from juniors ~ the body rather than directed into
$2.25 to $2 fav) and Magic Sorcerer (Jacob Stiff, _ _ _ and club players to professional and Despite its protective performant
$3.50 to $2.70 fav) trained at Gunnedah by SallyNext racing at Gilgandra with the Tooraweenah international athletes to provide the collar remains lightweight and
Torrens. Cup meeting on Saturday, February 7. critical protection. comfortable, making it suitable for
b Meanwhile racing at Cowra Cup on Sunday  “\we have helmets, pads, boxes andegular match wear.

. followed by Parkes on Saturday, January 24,  gloves, but the neck has remained  Prototype shirts have already be
Gilgandra Cup raced January 4  Bathurst on Friday, January 30 and Dubbo on  dangerously exposed,” she said.  created using standard cricket shi

Another big crowd for the second day of the ~ Monday, February 2. “One ball, one bad bounce, one  modified to integrate the in- built
moment can change a life. protective collar for demonstratior
“This shirt is designed to help pre- and early testing.

Your SpOrt Can record resultsln the vent that.” “The beauty of this invention is

The Safety Collar cricket shirt that it's not a bulky add-on,” Ms
looks and feels like a normal Wickham said.

“S po rt” SeCt| O n . lightweight playing shirt, but the “It becomes part of the garment.

collar has been engineered to absorb“Players put their shirt on as usu
. and disperse the impact of a and gain an extra layer of protecti
‘J USt ContaCt- mark@WdIeader News high-speed cricket ball, helping to  without having to change their

shield the neck from serious trauma.routine or compromise comfort.”

tGd"Ilk with Mathew Dickerson, Axxis Comworld -
ta

| REMEMBER many years ago sitting be-plenty of fanfare. Perth, is already seeing hundreds of patients,A blunt ban doesn't make sense -
side my son while he was deep into a first- The aim is clear enough: protect youngnany of them teenagers. neither does ignoring the issue.
person shooter. people from online grooming, cyberbullying, Some were gaming for 10 hours a day orRegulation based on age-appropriate
To me, it looked like the usual blur of dig-harmful content and algorithms that seem tmore, struggling to disengage from onlineign, stronger moderation, clearer defe
ital chaos - loud sound effects, frantic moveknow far too much about developing brainsworlds that are expertly designed to keefor young users and better parental con
ment and enemies popping up from But while the ban has targeted familiar sa¢hem playing. would be a start.
nowhere. cial platforms, gaming has largely slipped Gaming disorder is now recognised by the The government has described the s
Then | noticed words appearing along théhrough the cracks. World Health Organisation, and Australiarmedia ban as a “treatment plan”, not a «
bottom of the screen. Modern gaming isn't just about playingresearch suggests a small but significant peFhat’s probably the most honest descrif
He typed a reply without missing a beat. &anymore. It's about chatting, streaming¢centage of children are affected. we’ll hear.
asked who he was talking to. “One of myrading, building virtual worlds and spending Add direct messaging, anonymous voiceTechnology evolves too quickly for sim
mates,” he said. | asked how he knew th&burs inside digital communities. chat and user-generated content into the m&olutions. As social media, gaming, stre
for sure. He shrugged and said, “BecauseMany games include private messagin@nd the concerns multiply. ing and Al continue to merge into one
they sound like them.” voice chat and massive shared spaces wherkaw enforcement agencies have warneslays-online experience, the lines lawma
It highlighted how blurred the lines had alyoung people interact with strangers everthat gaming chatrooms can be hotspots fairaw today will keep being tested.
ready become. day. In practice, the social experience ajrooming, radicalisation and exploitation. The real question isn't whether kids shc
What looked like a game was also a chaaming can look remarkably similar to sociaParents often assume games are safer ttgame — they will. It's whether we're wi
room. What sounded like a friend could justnedia - just with more explosions and bettesocial media because they look like enteing to admit that gaming is now part of
as easily have been someone else entirefyraphics. tainment, not communication tools. social internet, and deserves the same ci
Direct messaging was a doorway throughThis isn’t about declaring games “bad”. Far The challenge is that gaming isn't on¢hought and safeguards.
which poor behaviour, bullying or peoplefrom it. Gaming can be creative, social anthing. There’s a vast spectrum, from gentleSitting beside my son all those years a
with ulterior motives could walk straight intogenuinely positive. creative sandboxes to platforms that are edidn’'t see a threat - just a glimpse of a fu
a child’'s bedroom. But pretending there are no risks doesnfectively ecosystems of user-made experthat arrived faster than we expected.
Fast-forward to today and Australia’shelp anyone. Australia’'s only publiclyences, some of which are clearly notNow that it's here, we need to decide |
under-16 social media ban has arrived wittunded gaming disorder clinic, based imesigned with children in mind. we deal with it.
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Under 10s Touch Footy

Alysha Spradbrow photos

Under 10 girls Sunday Touch matches

WELLINGTON UNDER 10 girls representative touch
football team enjoyed a fantastic Sunday morning of
training matches against teams from Dubbo and Mudges.

The games provided a great opportunity for players to
develop their skills while having plenty of fun on the field

There were lots of impressive passes, strong defence and
exciting tries, with coaches offering helpful tips and
encouragement throughout the matches.

The girls showed great teamwork, sportsmanship and
enthusiasm as they took on the friendly competition.

Wellington representative teams are now preparing to
travel to Griffith and Nelson’s Bay in coming weeks to
compete in upcoming touch football competitions.

These training matches were a valuable lead-up, helpi
players build confidence, refine skills and strengthen tea
connections ahead of the tournaments.

With smiles all round, the Sunday morning games were|a
great learning experience, and a big thank you goes to the
Dubbo and Mudgee teams for a wonderful morning of
touch football.

%—*‘arm -
I e
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Golfing News

HOT TEMPURATURES haven't stopped an influx of
golfers on the course during the Christmas-New Year
holiday break.

Last Saturday’s events were an Individual Stableford pl
Round 6 of the Wellington Mowers and Chainsaws
Summer Competition.

Winner of the Stablefordn on a countback was the very
hot golfer Doug Ney with 38pts with Paul Hannelly also
38pts the runner-up.

Prize winners were Charles Kensit from Mudgee 38pts;
Mathew Reid, Steven McCarroll, Trent Forrest 37pts; Pe
Payne, Rod Pedron, Wendy Slack-Smith, Matt Ringland
36pts; Ben Kiss, Ashley Bullock 35pts; Damien Bell, Rod
Miller, Rod McMahon, Blake Ferguson 34pts on c/b.

Nearest the Pin on the 3rd Brad Conn, 8th Denise
Haesler, 14th Paul Hannelly, 16th Charles Kensit.

Jespresso Cafe longest drives went to Jeremy Barton i
grade and Paul Hannelly in B grade.

Brent Eather Encouragement award was taken out by
Russell Pullen with a very small total of 16pts.

Wednesday'’s ladies played an Individual Stableford wit
Kathy Martin the winner with 39pts. Runner-up was
Cheryl Royal with 35pts on c/b.

Prize winners were Cathy Loo-Shui 35pts, Jan Payne
31pts on c/b. Bullock 34pts; Adam Ryan Nathan Stewart 33pts; Paul
Thursday’s an Individual Stableford winner was Joe RyarHannelly, Steven McCarroll 32pts on c/b.
who put together an excellent round to finish with 42pts.

Doug Ney sporting a beard in 2023. He won last
Saturday’s Individual Stableford on a countback.

Runner-up was Warren Williams who also had a great dagnt to Scott Francis who came away with the days
out to finish with 40pts.

Prize winners were Josh Bullock 39pts; Trent Forrest
36pts; Drew Stone 35pts; Stephen Whiteman, Ashley

33nett. Raffle winner was Paul Hannelly.
Back nine to be played this week.

Doug Ney and Paul Hannelly top scol

Leaders at the moment are Adam and David Ryan ot
but there are still plenty of rounds left to play.

Results for Round 6 of the Wellington Mowers and
Chainsaws Summer Competition: The Masters defeat
Bell River Bandits 5up, Pheonix defeated Maulers 2ug
Dirty Birds defeated Used Groceries 5up, Power Ranc
defeated Lion of Waterloo 4up, Soldiers Memorial Clul
defeated Dirt Diggers 5up, Kevaliers defeated WMC 3
Railway Boys drew with Snipers.

Draw for Round 7: Bell River Bandits v Maulers, The
Masters v Power Rangers, Pheonix v Used Groceries,
of Waterloo v Soldiers Memorial Club, Dirty Birds v
WMC, Dirt Diggers v Snipers, Kevaliers v Railway Boy
Points table will be available at the golf club.

All golfers are reminded to get their memberships fini
ised by the end of January. Find out more information
the Soldiers Memorial Club during office hours.

This Saturday’s event is to be confirmed, but Round "

the Summer Competition will be played.

19th Hole
Fashions Mount Rifle Club results

In Their Sights

©

Iberdrola, Wellington Soldiers Memorial Club 9-hole wirGaturday, January 3 at 500 yards:

B. Hollow 114.9; J. Haberecht 113.5; S. King 100.3; L.

victory with 32nett. Runner-up was Brock Harland with aHough 100.2; R. Dowton 83.3.

Next Shoot January 17 at 600 yards

The Rifleman.

PACK T0
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to be run on Sunday, April 12.

bt mneries will be placed oo 8 Eaers and 14 namss @l by demee dunkng
mha brsTingeon Soor Delcums ar Weimgior Sointfers Clab
from 7pen Saerdey, Sl 11

Eachy Pariany dfdrar oems I Danral el Been Oraw & eoisa
el Bai e Bl it Boriine peieed fos s
Thad e Dladsgalisrs

it I‘h.n Hnl-||.|-| = o ima b B e B0

LTy do0] oneditioane of

s r; hrmrsy
o ren e d':n . B

Eamhla I-Hp is dn-sa at haml Garrﬂ:]a&wam Nsw. gnu.aﬂ ] 1&0[} Eﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂ 1 mnﬂ:laamnm.r gnv&u

L e T

$2500

TUESDAY 13 JANVARY

DRAWH BETWEEM 6. 3054 T0 8.30PMW .
TUESDAY, FRIDAY &
SUNDAY NIGHTS

TR

16 THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 2026, WELLINGTON & DISTRICT LEADER




